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Meetings: 

 

There will be an Age Friendly Community Advisory Committee Meeting on Tuesday, June 5, 

2018 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Learning Gallery. 

 

On Wednesday, June 6th at 6:00 p.m. in the Learning Gallery there will be a meeting hosted by 

the Augusta Downtown Alliance on Two Way Traffic on Water Street.  

 

The City Council will meet for a Business Meeting on Thursday, June 7th at 7:00 p.m. in Council 

Chambers.  An agenda is included in Council Packets.  A pre-meeting will take place in 

Conference Room A beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

 

There will be a Senior Staff Meeting on Friday, June 8th at the City Center in Conference Room 

A beginning at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Other Items:  

 

With this packet I am including a report that was researched and written by three Muskie School 

of Public Service masters’ degree candidates as part of their Public Finance course requirements. 

The students – Gary Fish, Kristen Muszynski and Craig Slavin – all hail from this area and had 

expressed an interest in exploring the topic of homelessness in Augusta after reading media 

reports of the City’s grappling with the issue. It is a thoughtful analysis that I thought you would 

appreciate reading. 

 

Fire Chief Roger Audette has requested permission to live outside of the corporate boundaries of 

the City. He has advised me that he will be married this fall and hopes to build a new home for 

him and his new wife and his teenage children on land that he owns in Readfield. When Roger 

was first hired as a firefighter/paramedic in 1993 he resided in Winthrop (his hometown). When 

he was appointed as chief ten years ago he purchased a home on Chapel Street where he resided 

thereafter. Given Roger’s current life circumstances, I think that it is both reasonable and fair to 

allow him to proceed with his plans to build his new home (himself, I would add) and treat the 

fire chief’s position in our code of ordinances in the same manner that we treat the police chief’s 

positon (i.e. residency required unless waived by City Council action following a 

recommendation by the city manager). To initiate that process, I have placed a first reading of an 

ordinance change on this week’s agenda to that effect.  

 

Following the conclusion of our budget process, I asked Community Services Director Leif 

Dahlin to take the lead in researching what needs to be done to begin to address the widespread 
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damage to the City’s lawns and other grassy areas (including ballfields and parks and cemeteries) 

caused by grub infestation. The “war zone” characterization used by councilors and the Mayor 

was not too far off the mark. As we begin to understand the scope of the problem, we are also 

beginning to appreciate, unfortunately, that solving it will be neither inexpensive nor immediate. 

We will have a presentation ready for Council on July 12th (the June14th informational meeting 

has already got a pretty full agenda). That said, if we identify non-controversial actions that can 

be initiated sooner, they will be.   

 

Also included in the Council Packet is the S&P Bond Rating analysis reconfirming the City’s 

AA/Stable rating. 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation  


